History of School of Education 

Past 

Summary 

In many ways, the history of the School of Education is inextricably linked to the 
founding of the university. Bowie State University started as an outgrowth of a school 
started on January 9, 1865 by the Baltimore Association for the Moral and Educational 
Improvement of Colored People. Teaching and learning was the legacy of the early 
institution, with its focus on providing teachers for the burgeoning population f Black 
people freed as a result of the Civil War and in need of education as a means of racial 
self-improvement. The first classes were held in the African Baptist Church located at 
Calvert and Sarasota Streets in Baltimore, Maryland. In 1867, funds ($3,500) from the 
estate of Nelson Wells (1850) were used to establish the Baltimore Colored Normal 
School at Sarasota & Courtland Streets in Baltimore, Maryland. 1 The Association 
purchased a building for a school from the Society of Friends (Quakers) in 1968 with the 
aid of a grant from the Freeman’s Bureau. 

In 1883, the school was reorganized as the Baltimore Normal School, a term given to 
schools for teachers for the singular purpose of providing African American teachers for 
African American Students. The school had far more students than capacity and sought 
and received occasional funds from the city of Baltimore and area churches starting in 
1870. The State started providing limited funding in 1872. The Nelson Wells Fund, 
established in February 1843 prior to Mr. Wells. Death, provided for the education of 
Black children in the State of Maryland. The legacy was quickly replete and on April 8, 
1908, the Baltimore Normal School secured permanent state funding at its request along 
with status as a teacher training institutional The Maryland legislature renamed the 
institution Normal School No. 3 and put it under the direct control of the state’s board of 
education. The school was subsequently relocated to a 187-acre tract of land in Prince 
George’s County. 

By 1914, the school was known as the Maryland Normal and Industrial School at Bowie. 
By 1925, the curriculum was expanded to a three-year program from a 2-year one. The 4- 
year curriculum was initiated in 1935, again, for the training of elementary school 
teachers and renamed the Maryland State Teachers College at Bowie. In 1951, the 
college offered training for junior high school teachers. Ten-year later, training was 
offered to high school teachers. The focus on teacher training pervaded the campus and 
its curriculum until 1963 with the initiation of the liberal arts curriculum. In 1988, Bowie 
officially became a comprehensive university and was a part of the University of 
Maryland System. Throughout the 1990’s the curriculum was shifted and changed with 
renewed emphasis under the reorganization into Schools and the expansion of 
professional studies, computer science, and business studies majors. In an earlier time, 
many of these majors would have been education majors. Indeed, pedology majors in the 
School of Professional Studies take many of the courses that undergraduate degree 
education majors take. 



1 From Like A Phoenix I'll Rise by Gooden and Thornton, The Donning Company Publishers, 1997. 
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